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Vol. VI, No. 6 Grace and Peace to you... 

Dear Friends, 

 

As you know, our denominationôs General Assembly was held the week of July 4 in 

Minneapolis. Below is an excerpt from a letter published by the Moderator and others 

regarding the decisions made at the Assembly. If you have questions, please donôt 

hesitate to discuss them with me!   In the peace of Christ, Wendy 

 

ñFriday, July 2, through Saturday, July 10, the 219th General Assembly of the Presby-

terian Church (U.S.A.) convened with scripture, music, and prayer. Commissioners and 

advisory delegates from every presbytery across the church gathered around the baptis-

mal font with hopeful expectation of what Godôs Spirit would do in and through them 

as they sought to discern together the mind of Christ for the PC(USA). 

 

While all assemblies are significant, this one holds particular significance in the life of 

the PC(USA). Among the assemblyôs decisions ï to be ratified by presbyteries ï are the 

addition of the Belhar Confession to The Book of Confessions and a revised Form of 

Government. Both of these items give a clear signal that we are a church that is not 

afraid to change - an important perspective to have in these days of great change in the 

church and the world. Commissioners voted unanimously to renew the call to óGrow 

Christôs Church Deep and Wideô and were inspired by the stories of congregations that 

are growing in evangelism, discipleship, diversity, and servanthood. They celebrated 

the generosity of Presbyterians who have contributed more than $10.5 million to relief 

and redevelopment work in Haiti in the wake of Januaryôs devastating earthquake. 

 

The assembly also engaged in discussion about significant matters of faith and life - 

ordination standards, justice and peace in the Middle East, and civil union and marriage, 

to name just a few. Information on the more than 300 assembly actions is available at 

http://pc-biz.org. Answers to frequently asked questions about the items that have 

already garnered media attention are also available online (www.pcusa.org/ga219). We 

commend these resources to you for their accurate and straightforward information. 

 

While the content of the assemblyôs decisions is important, what may be of equal or 

greater importance is the manner in which commissioners and advisory delegates did 

their work. They debated, but did not fight. They tackled tough issues while refraining 

from tackling each other. They placed great value on finding common ground as they 

displayed gracious, mutual forbearance toward one another. They sought the will of 

God within their actions, rather than regarding their decisions as the will of God. One 

commissioner called the experience of seeking - and finding - common ground truly 

ómiraculous.ô  

(continued on p. 7) 

 

 



GLORIFYING GOD 
WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 

Sunday, August 1, 2010 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    Service for the Lordôs Day and Holy Communion 

Hosea 11:1-11   Godôs Compassion 

Luke 12:13-21   Parable of the Rich Fool 

 

Sunday, August 8, 2010 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    Service for the Lordôs Day 

Isaiah 1:1-20   Godôs Lawsuit 

Luke 12:32-40   ñDo Not Worryò 

 

Sunday, August 15, 2010 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    Service for the Lordôs Day 

Isaiah 5:1-7   Song of the Unfruitful Vineyard 

Luke 12:49-56   The Time of Judgment 

 

Sunday, August 22, 2010 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Buddy Freeman preaching 

    Service for the Lordôs Day 

Jeremiah 1:4-10  The Call of Jeremiah 

Luke 13:10-17   Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman 

 

Sunday, August 29, 2010 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    Service for the Lordôs Day 

Jeremiah 2:4-13  Israelôs Breach of Covenant 

Luke 14:1-14   Humility and Hospitality 

 Join us for our 

weekly Bible 

Study on the letter 

to the Romans on 

Tuesdays,  

9:00 ï 10:30 a.m. 

at the Forbes 

House.  

No more leaks! We recently put a new roof on the church! If youôd like to contribute 

towards this unexpected but necessary expense, please mark your offering ñroof.ò 

Thanks to all who have already so generously contributed!  

We are thankful to all who have helped clean up after the floods, have helped repair the 

ceiling, and have helped to get quotes on the roof repair so that we can be dry again! It is 

a wonderful thing to have so many people working together to keep our buildings in 

good repair! Thank you! 

A NEW ROOF ! 

CONGRATULATIONS  

Congratulations to Rebecca Bidwell for receiving the Alabama State Preserve America 

History Teacher of the Year Award from the Gilder Lehrman Institute! Becky is      

nominated for the national award as well. We are thankful to have all our teachers 

among our membership. Congratulations, Becky! 



GROWING AS DISCIPLES 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Adult Sunday School class is studying the Old Testament, led by Vanderbilt 

Divinity School Professor Amy-Jill Levine. We watch segments of her lectures with 

times for questions and discussion interspersed throughout the lectures. Join us at 9:30 

on Sunday mornings! There is also Youth and Childrenôs Sunday School at 9:30 on 

Sunday mornings. Weôll need new volunteers to teach Sunday School soon! If you feel 

called to this ministry, please let Wendy know. 

Womenôs Prayer Breakfast will be Friday, August 13, at 7:30 a.m. at the Forbes House. 

It is our turn to bring food this month, and Wendy will provide the program. We hope 

you will give us a try and bring a friend! 

WOMENõS ECUMENICAL PRAYER BREAKFAST 

 

The men of the 

church will meet for 

breakfast on 

Saturday, Aug. 21 

at 8:00 a.m. at The 

Eclipse. For more 

info. contact Bill 

Peters 

(williamepeters@ 

bellsouth.net) or 

Gene Grimes

(dggrimes@ 

hughes.net). 

We are so very grateful to have a wonderful group of men who take care of our  

buildings and grounds! Thank you so much to the menôs group for painting the railings at 

the church as well as for cleaning up the roof of the sanctuary after many leaks. 

We are also so thankful to Jim Chomicz for pressure washing our steps, ramp, and 

sidewalks! 

THANK YOU! MPC MENõS GROUP 

 
The Evolution of God by Robert Wright takes the reader ñfrom the Stone Age to the 

Information Age [and] unveils . . . a hidden pattern that the great monotheistic faiths 

have followed as they have evolved. Through the prisms of archaeology, theology, and 

evolutionary psychology, Wrightôs findings overturn basic assumptions about Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam. . . . He explains why spirituality has a role today and why 

science, contrary to conventional wisdom, affirms the validity of the religious quest. And 

this previously unrecognized evolutionary logic points not toward continued religious 

extremism, but future harmonyò (book cover). 

The Main Event Leadership Training Event is August 13-14, 2010 at Independent 

Presbyterian Church. There are over 60 workshops for leaders, teachers, officers, and 

pastors designed to train and energize our leaders and congregations. The Keynote 

Speaker is  Rev. Dr. Graham Standish, pastor of Calvin Church since January 1996. He 

is the author of six books and has written numerous articles on spirituality, spiritual 

direction, and spirituality in congregations. To register for The Main Event, see Wendy 

as soon as possible! 

THE MAIN EVENT 



CARING FOR PEOPLE & CREATION 
ENERGY STAR PROGRAM 

ñAs I came back, I saw on the bank of the river a great many trees on one side and on the 

other.  He said to me, óThe water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the 

Arabah; and when it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant waters, the waters will become 

fresh.  Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will 

be very many fish, once these waters reach there.  It will become fresh; and everything 

will live where the river goes.ôò  Ezekiel 47:7-9   

 

BUG SPRAYS  
 

Bug sprays containing DEET have been shown to cause cognitive impairment in animals.  

Here are some repellants that contain only natural ingredients: 

 

California Baby Natural Bug Spray 

Aubrey Organics Repellant 

Badger Balm 

Kiss My Face Swy Flotter 

Repel Lemon Eucalyptus Repellant 

Bite Blocker Repellant and Herbal Wipes  

 

Source:  The Daily Green 

 

 

Christmas International House 

 On behalf of the AMIS Board of Directors and the 

Christmas International House Advisory committee, we 

want to thank you for hosting the Christmas International  

House in the past. In 2009, we hosted 230 international 

students in 28 cities and towns and turned away about 100 international students.  

 The purpose of this letter is to ask you to consider having the Christmas International 

House program in 2010. The CIH Advisory committee and the board is recommending 

the following dates: December 18, 2010-January 2, 2011. 

 A member of the CIH Advisory committee and the AMIS/CIH office will call you 

soon and ask you to make a commitment to host a CIH program in December 2010. 

 Please remember that without you, we will not be able to have the Christmas 

International House. It is through your leadership and the gift of friendship and 

hospitality through your congregation that we are able to continue this important  

ministry with the international students and scholars in our midst. 

 Please take time to consider your participation in Christmas International House this 

year. You may let us know the number of students you are able to take at a later date. 

 A million thanks for your gift of friendship and hospitality during Christmas.  

Fahed Abu-Akel, Director. 



2010 POOL PARTY !! 

We had another fantastic pool party at the Claytonsô home on June 6! The weather was perfect, the food 

was delicious, and the water was fine! Our heartfelt thanks goes to Jane and Don for hosting us again and 

to all who attended and brought and/or cooked the delicious food!  


